Canadian Food Inspection Agency

ANSWERS TO FCPMC QUESTIONS

The following questions related to the amended nutrition labelling regulations asked by
Food and Consumer Products Manufacturers of Canada (FCPMC) and during the
February 13, 2003 information session. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
is providing responses to questions related to enforcement; other questions will be
answered by Health Canada. Please note that some of the questions have been
reworded slightly for the purposes of clarity.

1. Implementation Date

a) Questions : Does the implementation date correspond to the date that
product is packaged on? On the expiration of the implementation date, do
products in distribution centres and warehouses have to be labelled with
the new nutrition labelling format?

Answer: The amending regulations provide for a transition period for the
new nutrition labelling requirements in order for companies to use current
label inventories and phase in label changes. Most companies have a
three year transition period (compliance date: December 12, 2005), while
manufacturers with gross revenues from sales of less that $1 million in
Canada for the12 month period prior to December 12, 2002 have a five
year transition period (compliance date: December 12, 2007). Under
certain circumstances, the transition period is not applicable (refer to
question 1.d) of this section below).

All foods coming out of a company’s plant, warehouse or other facilities
must comply with the new regulations as of the applicable compliance
date. "Sell" includes products that are offered for sale, exposed for sale,
are in possession for sale and distributed, whether or not the distribution
is made for consideration. It is the responsibility of the Canadian food
industry to ensure that product labels comply with all of the appropriate
requirements for all products that they sell or have in their possession for
sale.

Products not labelled in compliance with Canadian regulations can be
imported provided that the importer gives the CFIA notification of the
proposed importation of the food and the food will be re-labelled or
modified as may be necessary to enable its sale to be lawful in Canada,
within three months after the importation of the product. It is important to
note that the food cannot be sold in Canada until it is compliant with
Canadian regulations. Please note that some Programs within the CFIA
may have different requirements for labelling, including mandatory label
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